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..J •• , II ' ( • ;... J •• r , ' r. Planning Application Reference Nu·mt;er: A\;P-3~416S26 
Applicant: Maughanaclea Ltd aka Enerco 
Description of Development: Construction of 14 Industrial 
Wind Turbines Maughanaclea ,< . ' : • r •. , ~ • I I I l 

Locati Ma h lea C ty C
JI C:1 l l.):),11( It•- I 1 ,1, ·; 

on: ug anac , oun orK 
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, ' 11 fl ' ' 
(f"'J ... 'I':.•,.., .I 1. .I. l ' '·,, ~ '.. ,,J • , • , It. 

To the planning secretary, ;rl, l>n, 1 J,.,n '..IIH, ri• 1 ·, .,.,: r, , I .,, 11, rn 1., , 11, 

I refer to the above planJll!lg application ·and wish to;make the . , . J • • 
following objection in relation to,the proposed devek>pmenti: .1 , 111 ,, , J, 1. 

I wish to object to th~proposed aev~lopm~nt based on a , ,, 1 

number of reasons that speak to the lack 1of-suitability>oftlie I' i II ! l. ,i /. i ,. I( 

area. ..,·If,,_.,,, , ;:J,1 , ,, ,1, ,r, 1 

'1(Ul.) t li;o,, ;,•y,'rJ't111 'Jn 1·1, li'J, l :-11,.,, Lr• , ,i1J 1 11 t,t 

Views and Housing PAces:r'fhe1btirreiitvie«rs1{vo'uld be ' J 

irreparably damaged1l)y'-the'intrbductillh,ofwintlfttitbmesras.i1 11
• ~ .1;1 ')(\I 1 111 L 

seen in other areas where they hav~1t,etm1mtroducect The ' 01 ' , • 
introduction of wind turtiitiijs1in lthis 'at'ei'-\till.Jbave ·a serious ,I ii J f' 1 1 f ' • , !( 1 , 

effect on housing prices. As a homeowner in th'e'1area this will -, • •1 

greatly reduce the valueiotiout<house•as Ifie wift>d<furtiines 08D' l fl. ',fl ( I 1.11 J, 

be clearly seen from our property. This will have a tiig impact 1 ' 1, ,, 1 ri, 11 J 1n i 



on our finances as the value of our house will be extremely 
reduced by the introduction of industrial sized wind turbines. 
It has affected people trying to sell their homes in the past. 

. • .1 1,11111·• I .. Destruction of wildlife - There 
1
ar~ m~y amptals, msects and 

birds found in this area. The introduction of massive wind 
turbines will disturb and destroy the habitats of these 
creatures. Birds and bats can also be hi\ by the massive blades 
leading to more destruction and death. J 

' ,, ' I I 

1 't 1 , .., 1 l 

Destruction of nature - mountain ridges - This area has 
beautiful mountain ridges which -WII be destroyed by the 
introduction of these turbiri~s~ • · n ) l 

- ' I • It l :' ! () d / / I rt✓ . . Affects to health - There have oeen many links to wmd 
turbines, particularly an industrial sized windfarm being 
linked to adverse health effects to people. See link attached: 
httils.JLpmc.ncbi,nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3653647/, This 
study shows the increased impact the sound made can have on 

( I 

.,, 

peopl~'s sl~p. This leads to stress and anxiety which , . r,, , , ; : l I , 11,, 
negatively IDlpacts mental health. The fact we would be 

1 1 
•• . 

surrounded by two industrial sized wind-farms would ha~e an, 11 
ri r , , f. I J ) 

' ' l 1( 'I ' adverse effect on mental health. I suffer from high blood 
pressure and the stress of being surrounded by industrial sized 
wind farms may have a serious effect on my health going 

f ( Ii• I 

forward which is amaior cpnc~ of mine. . . o~-~6 h -',-ij\ H-. ··t'.HHHul' '!'W',, ~L•>i r='il t!'l!l'i'i: ~Hdi1Jt:l'- 1 

t)'11~n3 RA~ hLJ t;·:bOl?1;1L;1H.ti' :ti.t:•,j \;'J/• 

Residential Amen\';i·,~,,~1:Uek/~gG'v'~1i~nr1H( .J l'l';J'l'!'···• ,•i(? hl t \I Jni l'j;J,C)!; 

N ty f b. d. Y w1h1;tH ... J~11t.l ✓ , _,n,11 ,u l um lf o proper assessment o com me unpac~ . 1 • ~ 
Many homes in the Mealagh Valley wotii<t-M '1~~tid ~\Wb~H; ~ ;l.,. /. t ~' j , 

1
' ~ 

two wind farms--Maughanaclea on one ridge and the · ·:·, 1 
• i • .i • ,. 

1 r II H, r.;' (, Ai! 1 

approved Dereenaorinnig turbines oh1th,ropposite,ridget lfhis• ,, •1 • • • • 
affects homes alongAbe1k~11'8land,L .. ,1~~7)rbads~1oirn ~;, 1 • 'i 1 >if'J'....;'i( :..· iL't()l. ;1 
The EIAR does not proJlCr.ly ~~s~s1~~1Pf)WJ>.i9~<J)n)P,'l~t of , , ,, , . , •, , • 
both wind farms on IJ~i~>O.J1Alffi!ilMl'..ofJif§~:! ~Hh 01 ,11:·xF' 1t;1 1 r,. "10.- •• , 
Noise pollution - This area is a peaceful, rural area. The 
addition of these industrial sized wind turbines would cause 

1 l 1 I 

great disturbance to us asJw,1~~,Jiyjng'1}M!JJQPJI!,~S:,t1.P.,~ , ,· r!J' ~ 1 11.u: ~ ,':J • l 
above the lack of slespJ\~Ji:g1J1Ai~,WQtU4iJ.,JJA1l>j&is~1e.an~ 1~(1--·11.:I; •11d 1cq , ii 
noise would also imp~J·tJie1~µjgym~gt19 .. f..tbe ~a, •,rt .. • 1 , • , , , _, ,, .• .• . 
Noise from turbines"QJJhigq~~gr9.lffl4,cmiitraM~lrfurt}u;rh _,i 1,111 _., i, ll•Ji •,1.l{iIJ.1; 
especially at night\'1\d il\,q~i~~ rv..I are~. 1 , i ri , • . . , • ., i~ ., , . , . 
With turbines on bQd.) ~id~,,1 p.pi~ ~o~ cog,~(~• diffeooi, d 1 . , ~ -, .. • •1 r 1. 1 , g 
directions or at the SfUJl~,tµpe; , ,,.,1 I' ,, . , ,1 .J ! , 1 r 

1 
• , 

-- •J. .. 8fZID 



This could reduce peace and quiet and leave us with no quiet , 
side. , . , , . , , , • , , , J, ., ) , , , : .. , , , " , 1 , 1 , 1 , 1 , ii, I , 11, 

The complex hilly terrain has not been properly accounted for '' 
inthenoiseassessment. 11·lt, 1·•11 (11J 1 Jl'111 ;r l, ·,i,,,1,. ,' 

Concern about night~c noise, low-frequency noise~ abd 1 , , ' , 
amplitude modulation. 11 J' I '. cl •,;11'J' .11,1 11 

,, Li1 I ,, I 
1 )1 ,,, JI·','~ I 

Background noise was measured far from the quietest1 spots • J • , , 

forexample,B&Bs.ii.-1!/11 IJ,11l.,111,11111111JI l):,,,.. 1 I>,. I ·J , :, 111.'1')' 1J',,1:,,: , 1 

Construction-phase rock breaking will echo across the valley , · ·: 
for 18-24 months whichMll 1be,ery 11oisy.1t•tn•'l/JI r·lt , i r, .', 1•,I;i:,·Jt I j. ,JI~ • , 

We ask that a full assessment is carried out, including: ' ' , • 
• Combined noiseei'eots ftom)both sites) I fl I '( I - I .r: ,, Lfl,;1 qr, 'di 'I / I /:; 

• Impact on nearby homes ) '. J :! : I .. ti I; I.' . ( I t I' I I , .. ff I j ) I '-' , r . J I • .. • I J • I • 

• Effects on daily life ·iloa tl~p! es~~ittr fiat nigllf t, I I J\ f 'j:; J • l ~ ~,, I I I, ~ I • ., I fl'., : , 

This should be done ~fore ani d~is10nJ~ maae:' • 
1 

r: . , ',.' .. _.," • :·;' . 
r h ' )I' .. d t "q I J I ) J ) r , • - i ': ri HJ , I '' '' r> , .. l . L i , J ,, i J .; 1 J ; 

, 

• 1 f ' J } I ) 1 i ' ' 1 r ,. ' / / 11 , '; ' ) 
1 

, J / 1 ~. 'J ' ... l · I J 
2. Impact on the landscape , • ' J, • • • 

1 
. , ~ 

• • • • • ~'~1;,••J;,lJJl.!11 11•.,,,(1,d;f·,J, 

Industrial stzed wmd turbmes on both $Ides of the valley 
• t' I /· ,., i I ' I • .J'. I) !J ' I ' . I I I J ;, '., J I I 

would make us feel surrounded. We)tould see industrial stzed / I • i .. 

wind turbines on 66"14 sid~ 1arill1~ it liifu~ ·ana' bi~~ili~g L ~If.' ! ( ~ (1< ~ .f: (_:I.,, ii I (JI 

al local ads ·' U , , ' r i; , ' r . I • ~ ' , ~ f, • , , ' J 

ong ro • 1 r) i ,J •• i . >, , , , ) 
This would change our peaceful, rural living area from open . . 

1 
, 1 . , , , 

countryside to a hinl-. l_y industrialized landscane. • 1 
.i • 

The EIAR does no~Jje~6/'~~ss'~i~ m,'.filb]ll:a'~~ T•' i, ; ',n; c;, ,r11 • 

impact I .;../ I I I·,~ 

I ask for updated visual images and(.a1cl~~r'~ss~~sttlent df' )\ I r:1
' ,,, 'I. I Ii I i'/ llJ V 

what people will actually see. Al 1>'.J .i: c.. , , -; •• • 1,: ,t ,· f ,, ., : , 'i . . 1
, J ' 

gin';:,, ,no:l Jon ci goj1c·1 '·rrnnt!:JIJ •• •. ''.1 .... 1\•t,,'.' 1 •.J .;r!J , I 

Risk of landslides -The addition of wind turbines on this land ' • • 1 

would be extremely dangerous to the people livingdnitbe. 1 L -~,, i r: 111, i ·1 , '. A-~!. ·, ,· ,· 

surrounding areas. There is proof of .. ,msmbJe>or tunsuitable , l / '"' • , , , • - • 
land causing landslide.s,illrkpaslHilenyotrienJ1Windfarm1and1<,r11 ,1 .1 ,1,Jii :, 41 

the Meenbog Windfarm. ~ 11 i O I./;:, ; • , i ·.:· 1 
., 

The risk of the landsli~es ~9.~P.1Jtfipij~,tq~Jl,ri* qf.wa~~r.,, 11 J •. ·, 1 1,. . 1 

contamination in the area. J,-L<)) ~,11} !,•';/.' ').IL: nl ;JI:,; I ·,.d1 ·1,1111,J r· i, lJ ,_ll 111 

11 1 .1 • J. ' I ·' 1 1 

'I f ~ I , 1 • J l 1
, I ' } I • ) ' I ' j) I 1 >' ' , • l ' I , ; 

Downgrading oflandscaiw .. J,P~wi(11 bo1; f,')tt . • ,,!J 1,, 1,. i 1! , , ·_ dJ ,:; ;•,rni ,, ... "' ,. 1·" 

. 111 
If ~-l"Jfi I I 'I t,'l,' IJd' t,I ·,· . 1 ., J • ,: ~J l I. .J•. , •• 

We ob~ect to_ th~ EIAR's .S§IJlptg~ t:Jii~ Wf ~~; 'W.11i9~, . 1, _ , , , , , 'a 1 ,,. 1 I, 

we ~!1~ve s1gmficantl}5 un4e~al~~s j~ im~rtance aQ4 . , , __ ,., , ... 1 Ji • 
sens1tiv1ty. 

1 1 
. ~ 

1 
, 

1 Th Ck lr/fU't.lJ:J'.)l'~ff'Jl!J'II 'lilJ'•II l1.l!(J1Jt~;'l ;.,,ftj )I, 

e or ~ounty DefteloJ>,mept l;>}¥(F,l~atlY
1
Gl~ifics this , •J11 . 

;rea ~ ~av~g High L&qq$fiaPftValµ~}ll)~ Jil~.~an~ape Ji, 1 'h 1 . ., 1 i · v 

ensi Vlty. owe~g-, dle.EJM.re4lJ~$_b.Qfh\tA:'M.¢jtJAl" ►• I,!,, ,qr,,i .1 r II !, ; 



without giving a clear or convincing reason. Instead, it relies ., , /i1 J ' 1 • ., 1. I J 

on planning labels like "Open to Consideration" for wind 
energy, which do not reflect the actual quality of the landscape • I , , 
and should not be used to downgrade it. 
The EIAR itself highlights key features such as wide scenic,, , ·, ,., , , 1·., r J 

views, remoteness, and a strong sense of wildness - all signs . : , f • r • J; , • , l I 'i Ii~ 

of a high-value upland landscap~. Yet these are then f ,, 1 ~; , , • 1 • ' r •) ~ 

downplayed because the land is used for fanning and forestryn J) ! .. 1 ·r 11.1· • ;, 

In Ireland, working .landscapes like this can still be highly , . • r r 1 • r • • J , ) 

scenic and sensitive, so this reasoning is not convincing~ J, rl 1, ., : • ; • 1, 11 ~ ;_ I 
The report also takes too narrow. a view of recreational value • 1 1, . • : • , 1 
by focusing on land ownership. In reality,,the area contributes ,,, L·ir:, ·',,,,,) • 

to public enjoyment through nearby walking, cycling, and Z' ··, ;' : 

scenic routes that depend o~-~~-~~~~~,ipg ~~~ca~•) ~f •,:f i,.C ·r,, ~: .,· f: i a 

It also underestimates how sens1t1~e ~e .~e~ ,1s· to ,chang~. .. : . . : L . ,, ·" , • , 1 
Large industrial sized wind turbines placed uphill and on 
exposed ridges would be highly visible and out of pl~,1,j~ }_(1 .. :J·!r ::,1 1 )'., ;r. · l ~ 
such an open, remote landscape,. ... 

1 
. , r • 

1 
t . • . ; , • ; • r 1 •• , , . , , 

• .1il1 •~~1;101{ ,:1,rlr·; ;r:>;, P1'·11 1 n1 ''./1,J~ 1r. ., '1"'1J. 

~IS~soacl~,m•~~~.~~~~r.~~,c~pmgthe~,~-~·. I 'i: ,f'.' r,i I 

oundtathm M<>?rl~d" ~~-~'~di' f~,~~~-1~~ f~t~~~y~Ir,.,~~~~. )~ no ~·J:•id ru J i) .. ,, 

- an en rating 1t as owy me um va ue. ,. 1 .. ~ .1 1, .. , 1 , . '. ., 
Conclusion . . . , • • ... • 1 

• ; ~ ) • -;; . ~ 
Overall th EIAR· n'..JqO rmn1 r:~n~ ~:rn 111 !1.;·1i.·1 ,!iJ!:.:;:~1(! ·1: 1r, ~~'itd'J L1?; 11 r:irl, 

' e . I r l I • I .r I r ! .. ,. '. ' • 'l .. ',;,i rr" , •,, .; • 7;, :· r '~.· ''11 1 , :, , , 1 J 1 •J 

• moves away from the Development Plan without pi:o~ - I • , • r 

. . . n~ul1l l):;1,.d,a<Jj ~''-j ;.- ... •.)('/'I _1;; .,_;··1 ror1 ,·..:'-1.; )1, ... LI . .-, l 
Justification 

1 
> ,. • 

• downplays impo$.nt landscane nualities r-·f• ,'.) ◄ r,' ·1,· !1 I ; . I I I •• J .,,·1 •.. I 
1 1 • , r ... , , . ,. G ~ ,,_, ir, i ,.l ~- .. , .., "' ;". 1 ~J , :; _. , , " , ) , 1 , , .) • ~ .. ) • 1 • • ; , n 

• and underestimates how sensitive this area is ~: . .> 1 , (: ! : • ; . • i ! i 1: ~-- 1.-! r} _. 1 t . , 
For these reasons, the "Medium" rating is not convincing. 
Request br:cl 1.idJ rr01~nid·1uJ bniu-~o nr:rj,L)!.-1:., )ii r .-:~..l):!din,;!°1') A.~i~I 
We ask the planning authority __ to:/il ~lqr,~q ~.u (Jj ?1J 1 /J' .. ,.)JH.L ,Lfn•:.d}/'J ::,-j l itH>II 

• give this assessment limited weight,. and 1;'1, ,n v, i ~ _ rf f • •• y, . .> '...'. ~. i b • I: r 'J , .,: 

• require 8 moiethorougbaild trimsparent reassessmentJbil ·,)1::
1 

~f.•? JI/) bH~l 

be£". d .d. ~· ' l' ,-r; 1 t , , ·t • • • • l • iore ec1 mg. . , }. ... , . ., . l , , • , • "'. •• , 

The area where these· industrial 'sized 'wind birtiuies will ~ f :' L~:: 1 • ! '.,. l J ·1 () A 111 '; rt r 
placed falls under the Failte Ireland West Cork Coast .1.i".J·: ~j ·,: l • r : '1 , : :;.r< ,rt nrn 

Destination and Experience Development. These will 
seriously impact the tourism of the area and many tocalvY brnJ 1.-, ~~r:i;jc·1~~f! 1, oU 

businesses will suffer such as Wild Hideaways. There will • 
also be a loss of walking/hiking ippbai:·ot the 'area for :; r. j' I\ i] •• q J (, J ) '.) ~: .d (, ";.I{.-' 

example the Mealagh Valley Loop~, The appeal 1of this· areai;: ! "!;: I '. ·.:: :, • .> ,' ..... i I_ ·: I ., ; • 
and these locations for tourists are the ~eful, rural . ·~ 1 i , 1 i I n ~-~ 
surroundings which WOUid be ;l'Ullled J>rtiie· mtioouCtiOri'of-' i :-1' • J' ... ) J: l • I 'j: l' 

these wind turbines. The'.M'.ealagli'Valley1is'a'sdenic'alld::;.l d~ l1 1

:'
1 ll ::Jq ~:} !:(.; ~ -~ 

culturally important landscaiie,' with1 Hngf o~ staiiding r stories' J " i, i t . ' ; : i L: •. l.; .->. 



and early settlement sites highlighted as part of the Sheep's 

Head ,W,ay. It is valued not just by residents, but by walkers 

and ~s1!ors for its peace, heritage and unspoilt character. This 

sens1tiVIty has already been recognised by An Coimisiun 

Pleanaia, which refused a wind fann in the same valley - the 

Ardrah Wind Fann - because it would seriously damage the 

visual character of the area and lead to unacceptable 
cumulative impact. 
This effect is made worse by the fact that turbines 7-14 of the 

proposed Maughanaclea wind farm, together with the recently 

approved Dereenacrinnig development on the opposite ridge, 

would place large turbines on both sides of the valley. This 

would enclose the valley in industrial-scale structures, making 

them unavoidable in views from homes, roads and walking 

routes. This would result in the industrialisation of a highly 

sensitive rural valley, and that level of change is not 

acceptable in this location. I would therefore ask to refuse 

permission to protect the residential amenity, scenic quality, 
and cultural 
value of the area. 
I was born and raised in this valley and I have spent most of 

my life here and I have raised my family here where they have 

attended the local school. They have loved and appreciated 

the beauty of the area. I am devastated at the thought that this 

will be totally destroyed by the industrial saed wind farms 

both of which are overlooking our home. 

On the basis of the above, I trust my concerns will be taken 

into consideration prior to a decision being reached on this 

planning application. 

Mise le Meas, 

Mary Minihane. 
Liam Minihane 

, 
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